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JAMES HEPBURN EABL OF BOTHWELL.

1573-8.

CHAP, with a prison finally yielded him a grave. His
^^^^ mother, Agnes Sinclair, or " the Lady of Morham,"
had died in 1573, retaining to the last, as may be
inferred from her will/a deep sympathy for her
unhappy son ; his grand-uncle, the old Bishop of
Moray, had also died in the same year at Spynie
Castle, and events showed that in Bothwell's native
land there was no living relative, either his sister or
her son, that ever entertained a wish to recover his
remains. The Earl's coffin was brought from Drags-
holm to the nearest church at Faareveile.1 This
church, which stands away from the village, on the
west bay of Isefjord, in a lonely and quiet spot, the
haunt of gulls and sea-fowl, is said to be the last
resting-place of him who once was the husband of
Scotland's Queen,

As tradition still points out in Dragsholm the
room which was BothwelTs prison, so among the
coffins in Faareveile Church, it continues to indicate
one without any inscription or adornment as the
coffin of the famous Scotsman. To ascertain the
truth of the legend, this coffin was opened on the
31st of May 1858, but without any positive mark
being seen that the corpse found in it was really
BothwelTs. It has been well remarked by one,
that a manifest simplicity in the decoration of the
coffin, and a great economy in the silk material of
the grave clothes, " might make it readily thought
to be the grave of a distinguished state-prisoner, on
whose interment no more expense was bestowed
than was absolutely necessary/'2 But this remark

1 Eiler Brock enhuus, Historiske
Calender antegnelser, p. 42; Reseu,
Kong Fredericks den Andens His-
torie, p. 315.

2 Worsaae, BothwelTs grav i
Faareveile Kirke. Illustreret
Tidende,- iii. 148.